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IPV risk factors may behave abusively even when they are not under the influence of a 
substance, but they may perpetrate especially severe IPV when drinking or using drugs 
(Foran & O’Leary, 2008; Parrott & Giancola, 2004).

This multiple threshold model suggests that substance use may contribute to IPV 
perpetration more for some people than for others, depending on its interaction with 
other risk factors. One risk factor that has been found to fairly consistently moderate the 
relationship between substance use and IPV perpetration is adherence to traditional 
patriarchal gender norms. For instance, researchers have explored how men’s need for 
power, especially power over other people, may be related to both their alcohol use and 
IPV perpetration. Peralta and colleagues (2010) found that alcohol use in combination 
with the use of violence against an intimate partner were seen by the men in their study—
men who had been officially identified as batterers—as markers of masculine dominance 
and control. Other researchers have found that the correlation between substance use 
and IPV perpetration is strongest among men who endorse male dominance, who hold 
hostilely sexist attitudes toward women, and who believe that IPV is appropriate behav-
ior in certain situations (Field et al., 2004; H. Johnson, 2001; Renzetti, Lynch, & DeWall, 
2015). We will examine these attitudes as risk factors in more detail shortly.

Family of Origin Abuse

An old adage states that “children learn what they live.” Recall from Chapter 2 that  
in the VMIR literature, this idea is known as intergenerational transmission. 
Intergenerational transmission suggests that children, especially boys, who witness 

Figure 9.1 � The Multiple Threshold Model of the Relationship Between Alcohol Use  
and IPV Perpetration
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SOURCE: Adapted from Fals-Stewart et al., 2005.


